
 

Grande Cache Coal Corporation 
M a n a g e m e n t ’ s  D i s c u s s i o n  &  A n a l y s i s  
 
This Management’s Discussion and Analysis ("MD&A") should be read in conjunction with the unaudited interim 
consolidated financial statements and notes thereto for the period ended June 30, 2011, and the audited consolidated 
financial statements, notes and related MD&A thereto of Grande Cache Coal Corporation ("Grande Cache Coal" or the 
"Corporation") for the fiscal year ended March 31, 2011. The consolidated financial statements have been prepared in 
accordance with International Financial Reporting Standards ("IFRS"). This discussion provides management's analysis 
of the Corporation's historical financial and operating results and provides estimates of the Corporation's future financial 
and operating performance based on information currently available. Actual results will vary from estimates and the 
variances may be significant. Readers should be aware that historical results are not necessarily indicative of future 
performance. All references are to Canadian dollars unless otherwise indicated. 
 
This MD&A was prepared using information that is current as of August 15, 2011. 
 
In the interest of providing Grande Cache Coal's shareholders and potential investors with information regarding 
Grande Cache Coal, including management's assessment of Grande Cache Coal's future plans and operations, certain 
statements in this MD&A are "forward-looking statements" within the meaning of applicable Canadian securities 
legislation. In some cases, forward-looking statements can be identified by terminology such as "anticipate", "believe", 
"continue", "could", "estimate", "expect", "forecast", "intend", "may", "objective", "ongoing", "outlook", "potential", 
"project", "plan", "should", "target", "would", "will" or similar words suggesting future outcomes, events or 
performance. The forward-looking statements contained in this MD&A speak only as of the date of this document and 
are expressly qualified by this cautionary statement. 
 
Specifically, this MD&A contains forward-looking statements relating to: anticipated sales volumes of metallurgical 
coal in fiscal 2012; anticipated sales prices of metallurgical coal in fiscal 2012; anticipated average cost of sales for 
fiscal 2012, management of coal production in fiscal 2012; future development activities and related capital 
expenditures; the capital expenditure program for fiscal 2012; and funding sources for the capital expenditure program. 
 
These forward-looking statements are based on certain key assumptions regarding, among other things: that the 
Corporation will be able to attract and retain the necessary workforce personnel to support the expansion of its 
operation;  no material change in the geological and operating conditions in No. 8 pit; no material disruption in 
production from the No. 8 pit or the No. 7 underground operation; no material disruption in development of, or 
production from, the No. 12 South B2 underground; no material variation in anticipated coal sales volumes; no material 
variations in markets and pricing of metallurgical coal other than anticipated variations; continued availability of and no 
material disruptions in rail service and port facilities other than anticipated; no material delays in the current timing for 
completion of ongoing projects; financing will be available on terms favourable to the Corporation; no material 
variation in historical coal purchasing practices of customers; coal sales contracts will be entered into with new 
customers; parties execute and deliver contracts currently under negotiation; and no material variations in the current 
regulatory environment.  The reader is cautioned that such assumptions, although considered reasonable by Grande 
Cache Coal at the time of preparation, may prove to be incorrect. 
 
Actual results achieved during the forecast period will vary from the information provided herein as a result of 
numerous known and unknown risks and uncertainties and other factors. Such factors include, but are not limited to: 
uncertainties associated with geological and operating conditions in the new No. 8 pit and the new No. 12 South B2 
underground operation; uncertainties associated with production levels during development of the new No. 8 mining 
area and No. 12 South B2 underground operation; changes in general economic, market and business conditions; 
uncertainties associated with estimating the quantity and quality of coal reserves and resources; commodity prices, 
currency exchange rates; the availability of credit facilities for capital expenditure requirements; debt service 
requirements; dependence on a single rail system; dependence on a single port facility for export sales; changes to 
legislation; liabilities inherent in coal mine development and production; competition for, among other things, capital, 
acquisitions of reserves, undeveloped lands and skilled personnel; geological, mining and processing technical 
problems; ability to obtain required mine licenses, mine permits and regulatory approvals required to proceed with 
mining and coal processing operations; ability to comply with current and future environmental and other laws; actions 
by governmental or regulatory authorities including increasing taxes and changes in regulations; the occurrence of 
unexpected events involved in coal mine development and production; and other factors, many of which are beyond the 
control of Grande Cache Coal. Many of these risk factors and uncertainties are discussed in Grande Cache Coal's 
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Annual Information Form, Grande Cache Coal’s MD&A, and other documents Grande Cache Coal files with the 
Canadian securities regulatory authorities. 
 
There is no representation by Grande Cache Coal that actual results achieved during the forecast period will be the same 
in whole or in part as those forecast and Grande Cache Coal does not undertake any obligation to update publicly or to 
revise any of the included forward-looking statements, whether as a result of new information, future events or 
otherwise, except as may be required by applicable securities law. 
 
Readers of this Management's Discussion and Analysis should refer to the section entitled "Risk Factors" in Grande 
Cache Coal’s Management's Discussion and Analysis and Annual Information Form for factors which could potentially 
impact the Corporation's financial performance and its ability to meet its targets. 
 

F i n a n c i a l  O v e r v i e w  
 

($ millions) 

As at 
June 30 

2011 

As at 
March 31 

2011 

Balance Sheet   

Cash and cash equivalents 21.1 17.1 

Total assets 438.8 433.2 

Long-term liabilities 105.8 106.8 

Shareholders’ equity 291.0 282.5 
 
 

  
Three months ended 

June 30 

($ millions, except per share amounts)   2011 2010 

Statement of Income and Comprehensive Income     

Revenue   79.7 69.0 

Gross profit   14.2 11.0 

Income and comprehensive income   7.2 4.2 

Basic and diluted earnings per share   0.07 0.04 
 

  
Three months ended 

June 30 

   2011 2010 

Operating results     

Clean coal production (millions of tonnes)   0.41 0.37 

Coal sales (millions of tonnes)   0.39 0.45 

Average sales price     

Metallurgical coal (US$/tonne)   227 154 

All coal products ($/tonne)   203 152 

Average cost of sales ($/tonne)     

Cost of product sold   125 87 

Distribution costs   27 26 

Depreciation    15 15 
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R e v e n u e  

First quarter revenue was $79.7 million, up from $69.0 million in the same three month period of last fiscal year. The 
15% increase was due to higher sales prices as coal sales volumes were lower at 0.39 million tonnes, compared to 0.45 
million tonnes in the same period last year. First quarter sales volumes were impacted by an equipment malfunction at 
Westshore Terminals in the latter part of June and shipping delays, which resulted in two vessel loadings 
(approximately 70,000 tonnes) being delayed until the first week of July. Metallurgical coal accounted for 
approximately 84% of the total sales volume with the remainder being thermal coal. 
 
The average sales price of metallurgical coal during the first quarter was US$227 per tonne ($220 per tonne) compared 
to US$154 per tonne ($158 per tonne) in the same period last year. The higher price during the current quarter reflects 
an increase in contract price settlements compared to last year, reduced somewhat by a portion of lower priced annual 
contracts and a portion of carryover tonnage from fiscal 2011. The average exchange rate for converting US 
denominated sales into Canadian dollars during the first quarter was 0.98 compared to 1.03 in the first three months of 
fiscal 2011, thus having a negative impact on the average Canadian sales price. During the first quarter, the Corporation 
began selling a coal product that is extracted during the processing of raw coal into clean coal products. This recycled 
coal product is not included in the Corporation’s total sales volumes however the sales are recognized as thermal coal 
revenue. The average sales price achieved from all coal products was $203 per tonne during the first quarter 
representing a 33% increase over $152 per tonne in the same period last year.  
 

C o s t  o f  S a l e s  

Cost of sales during the first quarter was $65.6 million and consisted of cost of product sold of $49.2 million, 
distribution costs of $10.5 million and depreciation of $5.9 million. 
 
The unit cost of product sold was $125 per tonne during the first quarter compared to $87 per tonne in the comparable 
period. The unit cost of product sold during the current quarter was impacted by the early stages of mining in No. 8 pit 
where conditions were difficult due to tight mining areas. The unit cost was also affected by a lower plant yield and a 
higher surface mine strip ratio, both of which resulted in lower than anticipated clean coal production volumes. The 
Corporation also incurred higher operating costs, including internal labour, contractor services, supplies and 
consumables, which further contributed to the increase in the cost of product sold. 
 
The unit distribution cost in the first quarter was $27 per tonne compared to $26 per tonne in the first three months of 
fiscal 2011. The unit cost of depreciation was $15 per tonne during the first quarter of both the current and previous 
fiscal years. 
 

O t h e r  I n c o me  a n d  E x p e n s e s  

General and administrative expenses were $3.9 million during the quarter, up from $2.6 million in the comparable 
period. Included in the general and administrative expenses were head office administrative and marketing charges of 
$2.5 million (fiscal 2011 - $2.0 million) and non-cash charges for share-based payments of $1.4 million (fiscal 2011 - 
$0.6 million).  
 
Finance income mainly relates to interest earned on cash and restricted cash. Finance expense was $0.8 million during 
the first quarter of fiscal 2012 and included accretion on restoration provisions and interest paid on finance lease 
obligations. 
 
The Corporation realized a net foreign exchange gain of $0.4 million during the first quarter compared to a net foreign 
exchange loss of $2.7 million in the same period last fiscal year. Included in the net foreign exchange loss in fiscal 2011 
was an unrealized loss of $3.8 million related to foreign exchange forward contracts. 
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T a x e s  

Income tax expense was $2.9 million for the current quarter compared to $1.4 million in the same period last year 
mainly due to higher profit before tax. 
 

L i q u i d i t y  a n d  C a p i t a l  R e s o u r c e s 

At June 30, 2011, Grande Cache Coal had cash and cash equivalents of $21.1 million. The Corporation’s cash position 
increased by $4.0 million during the first quarter compared to a $15.4 million decrease in the same period last fiscal 
year. 
 
Operating activities during the first quarter provided $25.1 million in cash, up from $19.0 million in the same period last 
year. The difference was partially due to a net change in non-cash working capital relating to operating activities 
amounting to $4.6 million, compared to $1.4 million in the first quarter of fiscal 2011, the majority of which related to a 
significant increase in accounts receivable due to the timing of sales. Higher income in the first quarter of fiscal 2012, 
compared to fiscal 2011, also contributed to increased cash generation. 
 
Financing activities during the current quarter included finance lease payments of $3.5 million. Interest paid on 
borrowings, the majority of which related to finance lease obligations, was $1.2 million compared to $0.6 million in the 
same period last year. 
 
Investing activities resulted in a cash decrease of $16.3 million in the first quarter, compared to $31.0 million in the 
comparable period. Capital expenditures accounted for the majority of the investing activities and included the addition 
of buildings and equipment as well as the development of mineral assets.  
 
Grande Cache Coal has an agreement with HSBC Bank Canada to provide the Corporation with a credit facility up to 
$29 million and the ability to enter into foreign exchange hedging arrangements. At June 30, 2011, the Corporation had 
a foreign exchange forward contract to sell US$8 million at an exchange rate of 1.06. This contract matured in July 
2011 and there are currently no further contracts outstanding.  
 
The Corporation believes that its existing cash, cash flow from operations and credit facility will be sufficient to fund 
ongoing working capital requirements during fiscal 2012. The Corporation expects that capital expenditures will be 
funded by existing cash and cash flow from operations.  
 
Grande Cache Coal expects that coal inventory and coal production will be sufficient to meet customer requirements 
during fiscal 2012. At June 30, 2011, the Corporation had $29.7 million in coal inventory, compared to $27.6 million at 
March 31, 2011. 
 
The Corporation did not have any off-balance sheet financing structures in place at June 30, 2011. Long term liabilities 
of the Corporation include restoration provisions with a present value of $14.8 million, finance lease obligations of 
$60.3 million and deferred income tax liabilities of $30.7 million. Grande Cache Coal’s restoration provision is covered 
by letters of credit totaling $12.7 million provided to the Alberta Government, which are presently secured by restricted 
cash. 
 
In order to ensure the continued availability of, and access to, facilities and services to meet operational requirements, 
the Corporation has entered into multi-year agreements for the lease of coal properties, light vehicles, equipment, 
buildings and office space. 
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Future minimum undiscounted amounts payable by the Corporation under contracts existing at June 30, 2011, were: 
 
($ millions) Payments Due by Period 
 
Contractual Obligations 

 
Total 

Less than 
1 year 

1-3  
years 

4-5  
years 

After 
5 years 

Operating Leases 3.3 0.9 1.5 0.7 0.2 
Capital Leases 85.7 18.6 36.8 29.2 1.1 

Total Contractual Obligations 89.0 19.5 38.3 29.9 1.3 
      
 
 
I n t e r n a t i o n a l  F i n a n c i a l  R e p o r t i n g  S t a n d a r d s  
 
International Financial Reporting Standards ("IFRS") replaced Canadian generally accepted accounting principles 
("GAAP") effective January 1, 2011 for publicly accountable enterprises. As such, the Corporation adopted IFRS on 
April 1, 2011, which is the beginning of the Corporation’s fiscal year. However, because the Corporation’s comparative 
financial information for the prior fiscal year (twelve months ended March 31, 2011) must also be prepared in 
accordance with IFRS, the effective transition date was April 1, 2010. The three months ended June 30, 2011 is the 
Corporation’s first filing of IFRS compliant financial statements. 
 
The Corporation’s conversion approach consisted of three phases: 1) Diagnostic, 2) Evaluation and Development, and 
3) Implementation. The Corporation has completed all three phases of the conversion project and will continue to 
monitor any new or proposed changes to IFRS.  
 
IFRS employs a conceptual framework, composed of accounting principles, that is similar to Canadian GAAP. The 
adoption of IFRS has resulted in changes to the Corporation’s reported consolidated statements of financial position and 
consolidated statements of income and comprehensive income. The transition to IFRS did not have a significant effect 
on the Corporation’s business activities, key performance measures or information systems.  
 
a) Reconciliation of equity 

 
The following is a reconciliation of the Corporation’s equity reported in accordance with Canadian GAAP to its 
equity in accordance with IFRS as at April 1, 2010 ("transition date"), June 30, 2010 and March 31, 2011: 

 
 

  
 As at 

March 31 
 As at 

June 30 
 As at 

April 1  
(in thousand of Canadian dollars) Notes  2011  2010  2010 

        

As reported under Canadian GAAP  $ 283,619 $ 255,244 $ 250,820 

Differences increasing (decreasing) reported amount:   
 

 
 

 
 

 

Restoration provision (i) 
 

501 
 

25 
 

(511) 

Property, plant and equipment (iii)  (1,626)  (738)  (650) 

   (1,125)  (713)  (1,161) 

As reported under IFRS  $ 282,494 $ 254,531 $ 249,659 

 
 
b) Reconciliation of income and comprehensive income 

 
The following is a reconciliation of the Corporation’s income and comprehensive income in accordance with 
Canadian GAAP to its income and comprehensive income in accordance with IFRS for the three months ended 
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June 30, 2010 and for the twelve months ended March 31, 2011: 
 

  
Twelve months ended 

March 31 
Three months ended 

June 30 
(in thousand of Canadian dollars) Notes 2011 2010 

      

As reported under Canadian GAAP  $ 27,729 $ 3,951 

Increase (decrease) in reported amount:  
 

 
 

 

Restoration provision (i) 
 

408 
 

98 

Share-based payment (ii)  (2,351)  (203) 

Depreciation (iii)  (361)  499 

Income tax expense (iv)  (11)  (149) 

   (2,315)  245 

As reported under IFRS  $ 25,414 $ 4,196 

 
 

c) Explanatory notes 
 

The following explanatory notes describe the adjustments to the Corporation’s equity and income and 
comprehensive income arising from the adoption of IFRS. 

 
(i) Restoration provision 

 
IFRS does not have a specific accounting standard for restoration provisions. Under IFRS these provisions are 
included in IAS 37 – Provisions, Contingent Liabilities and Contingent Assets. IFRS is more encompassing in that 
it requires that constructive obligations be included in the recognition of a liability. IFRS also differs in that 
estimates of future cash flows use a discount rate that is no longer credit adjusted. On a go-forward basis, IFRS 
requires that the provision be re-measured at each reporting date.  
 
As a result of these differences, as at April 1, 2010 the Corporation recorded an adjustment to increase the 
restoration provision asset by $389 thousand and increase the restoration provision liability by $1,070 thousand, 
resulting in a net of tax adjustment that decreased equity by $511 thousand at the transition date. As at June 30, 
2010, the Corporation recorded an increase in the restoration provision asset and liability of $1,404 thousand and 
$1,372 thousand, respectively, with a corresponding net of tax increase in equity of $25 thousand. As at March 31, 
2011, the IFRS adjustments include an increase in restoration provision asset of $1,004 thousand and an increase in 
the restoration provision liability of $336 thousand resulting in a net of tax increase in equity of $501 thousand.  

 
(ii)  Share-Based Payment 

 
Under previous Canadian GAAP, the Corporation expensed stock option awards granted to employees in an 
amount equal to the fair value of the equity instrument amortized on a straight-line basis over the respective vesting 
period. IFRS 2 Share-based Payment ("IFRS 2") requires that each tranche with a different vesting date be 
accounted for as a separate option grant. In addition, IFRS 2 requires graded vesting be used in accounting for 
option expenses and requires the estimate of forfeitures.  The Corporation has elected the IFRS 1 exemption and 
has not applied IFRS 2 to equity instruments that were granted after November 7, 2002 and vested before April 1, 
2010. The Corporation continues to use the Black-Scholes option pricing model to fair value its equity instruments.   
 
The effect of the change to IFRS resulted in an increase to contributed surplus and a reduction to retained earnings 
at the date of transition of $736 thousand as well as an increase in share-based payments expense of $203 thousand 
for the three months ended June 30, 2010 and $2,351 thousand for the twelve months ended March 31, 2011.   
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(iii)  Property, plant and equipment 
 
Under previous Canadian GAAP, carrying amounts of property, plant and equipment ("PP&E") were derecognized 
when no future economic benefits were expected from their use. Under IFRS, this derecognition of assets occurs at 
the component level. The Corporation recorded the significant parts or components of its PP&E and depreciated 
them separately, which resulted in a decrease to equity of $650 as at April 1, 2010, $738 as at June 30, 2010 and 
$1,626 as at March 31, 2011. 
 
(iv) Income tax expense  
 
The Corporation recorded the tax impact on the IFRS adjustments for the restoration provision and property, plant 
and equipment disclosed above. For the three months ended June 30, 2010 and for the year ended March 31, 2011, 
the Corporation increased its income tax expense by $149 thousand and $11 thousand, respectively. 

 
d) Changes to financial statement presentation 

 
At the transition date, the Corporation made changes to the presentation of its financial statements. Below is the 
summary of the changes to the Corporation’s consolidated statements of income and comprehensive income and 
consolidated statements of financial position. 
 
Coal royalties - under Canadian GAAP the Corporation presented the Alberta Coal Royalty as a current tax 
expense on the income statement. IFRS requires judgment in determining whether royalties paid to government are 
considered a resource tax expense as payments to government should be classified in accordance with the substance 
of the transaction. The Corporation has determined that the current coal royalties payable to the Alberta 
Government will no longer be classified as a tax expense and has elected to classify them as a cost of sales. 

 
Cost of sales - under IFRS, the Corporation must present expenses on the consolidated statement of income by 
either function or nature. The Corporation has chosen to present expenses by function, as a result, the cost of sales 
includes cost of product sold, distribution costs and depreciation on its consolidated statements of income and 
comprehensive income.  
 
Finance expense - under IFRS, finance costs include interest expense on finance leases, accretion expense for 
restoration provisions and other finance expenses. Accretion expense was previously included in depreciation, 
depletion and accretion while interest expense on finance leases was presented as interest and other expenses. 

 
Deferred income tax assets and deferred income tax liabilities - under Canadian GAAP, deferred income tax assets 
and deferred income tax liabilities were classified between current and non-current based on the classification of 
the underlying assets and liabilities that gave rise to the differences. IFRS requires that all deferred taxes are 
classified as non-current, irrespective of the classification of the underlying assets or liabilities to which they relate, 
or the expected reversal of the temporary difference. The Corporation reclassified its current deferred income tax 
assets to deferred income tax assets (non-current) and its deferred income tax liabilities (current) to deferred income 
tax liabilities (non-current). 

 
e) Adjustments to the statement of cash flows 

 
The transition from previous Canadian GAAP to IFRS had no significant impact on the statement of cash flows 
generated by the Corporation except that, under IFRS, cash flows relating to interest are classified as operating, 
investing or financing in a consistent manner each period. Under Canadian GAAP, cash flows relating to interest 
payments were classified as an operation activity. The Corporation has elected to reclassify interest expenses on 
finance leases under financing activities.  
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The notes to the Corporation’s interim consolidated financial statements provide additional details on the key Canadian 
GAAP to IFRS differences, First-Time Adoption of International Financial Reporting Standards, optional exemptions 
elected, and the Corporation’s accounting policy choices under IFRS. 
 
Acco un t i ng  s ta nda rd s  i ss ue d  b u t  no t  ye t  ap p l i ed  
 
IFRS 9 Financial Instruments ("IFRS 9"), as issued reflects the first phase of the IASB’s work on the replacement of 
IAS 39 Financial Instruments: Recognition and Measurement ("IAS 39") and applies to classification and measurement 
of financial assets and liabilities as defined in IAS 39. The standard is effective for annual periods beginning on or after 
January 1, 2013. The Corporation has not yet assessed the impact of the adoption of IFRS 9 on its financial statements.  

 
In May 2011, the IASB issued the following standards which have not yet been adopted by the Corporation: IFRS 10, 
Consolidated Financial Statements ("IFRS 10"), IFRS 11, Joint Arrangements ("IFRS 11"), IFRS 12, Disclosure of 
Interests in Other Entities ("IFRS 12") and IFRS 13, Fair Value Measurement ("IFRS 13"). Each of the new standards 
is effective for annual periods beginning on or after January 1, 2013 with early adoption permitted. The Corporation has 
not yet assessed the impact that the new and amended standards will have on its financial statements or whether to early 
adopt any of the new requirements.  

 
A brief summary of the new standards is as follows. 

  
IFRS 10 requires an entity to consolidate an investee when it is exposed, or has rights, to variable returns from its 
involvement with the investee and has the ability to affect those returns through its power over the investee. Under 
existing IFRS, consolidation is required when an entity has the power to govern the financial and operating policies of 
an entity so as to obtain benefits from its activities. IFRS 10 replaces SIC-12 Consolidation-Special Purpose Entities 
and parts of IAS 27 Consolidated and Separate Financial Statements.  

 
IFRS 11 requires a venture to classify its interest in a joint arrangement as a joint venture or joint operation. Joint 
ventures will be accounted for using the equity method of accounting whereas for a joint operation the venture will 
recognize its share of the assets, liabilities, revenue and expenses of the joint operation. Under existing IFRS, entities 
have the choice to proportionately consolidate or equity account for interest in joint ventures. IFRS 11 supersedes IAS 
31, Interests in Joint Ventures and SIC-13, Jointly Controlled Entities, Non-Monetary Contributions by Venturers.  

 
IFRS 12 establishes disclosure requirements for interests in other entities, such as joint arrangements, associates, special 
purpose vehicles and off balance sheet vehicles. The standard carries forward existing disclosures and also introduces 
significant additional disclosure requirements that address the nature of, and risks associated with, an entity’s interest in 
other entities.  

 
IFRS 13 is a comprehensive standard for fair value measurement and disclosure requirements for use across all IFRS 
standards. The new standard clarifies that fair value is the price that would be received to sell an asset, or paid to 
transfer a liability in an orderly transaction between market participants, at the measurement date. It also establishes 
disclosures about fair value measurement. Under existing IFRS, guidance on measuring and disclosing fair value is 
dispersed among the specific standards requiring fair value measurement and in many cases does not reflect a clear 
measurement basis or consistent disclosures.  
 
 

D i s c l o s u r e  C o n t r o l s  a n d  P r o c e d u r e s  a n d  I n t e r n a l  C o nt r o l s  o v e r  F i n a n c i a l  R e p o r t i n g  

The Corporation’s Chief Executive Officer ("CEO") and Chief Financial Officer ("CFO") have designed, or caused to 
be designed under their supervision, disclosure controls and procedures to provide reasonable assurance that: (i) 
material information relating to the Corporation is made known to the Corporation’s CEO and CFO by others, 
particularly during the period in which the annual and interim filings are being prepared; and (ii) information required to 
be disclosed by the Corporation in its annual filings, interim filings or other reports filed or submitted by it under 
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securities legislation is recorded, processed, summarized and reported within the time period specified in securities 
legislation. 
 
The Corporation’s CEO and CFO have designed, or caused to be designed under their supervision, internal control over 
financial reporting to provide reasonable assurance regarding the reliability of the Corporation’s financial reporting and 
the preparation of financial statements for external purposes in accordance with the IFRS. The Corporation is required 
to disclose herein any change in the Corporation’s internal control over financial reporting that occurred during the 
period beginning on April 1, 2011 and ended on June 30, 2011, that has materially affected, or is reasonably likely to 
materially affect, the Corporation’s internal control over financial reporting. No material changes in the Corporation’s 
internal control over financial reporting were identified during such period that has materially affected, or are 
reasonably likely to materially affect, the Corporation’s internal control over financial reporting. 
 
It should be noted that a control system, including the Corporation’s disclosure and internal controls and procedures, no 
matter how well conceived, can provide only reasonable, but not absolute, assurance that the objectives of the control 
system will be met and it should not be expected that the disclosure and internal controls and procedures will prevent all 
errors or fraud. 
 
 
S u m ma r y  o f  Q u a r t e r l y  R e s u l t s  

 Fiscal 
2012 

Fiscal 
2011 

Fiscal 
2010 (1) 

(millions, except per unit amounts) Q1 Q4 Q3 Q2 Q1 Q4 Q3 Q2 
Clean coal production (tonnes) 0.41 0.39 0.32 0.33 0.37 0.54 0.42 0.43 
Coal sales (tonnes) 0.39 0.37 0.29 0.44 0.45 0.43 0.47 0.36 

Average sales price: 
  

   
   

Metallurgical coal (US$/tonne) 227 192 189 186 154 120 131 120 
All coal products (CDN$/tonne) 203 180 174 185 152 118 134 124 

Cost of product sold ($/tonne) 125 115 
 

114 100 87 
 

116 
 

123 
 

99 
Distribution costs ($/tonne) 27 27 21 27 26 28 30 27 
Depreciation ($/tonne) 15 17 17 15 15 15 9 8 
         
         
Revenue ($) 79.7 67.3 50.6 81.2 69.0 50.7 62.4 44.8 
Gross profit ($) 14.2 8.4 6.3 18.7 11.0 0.1 5.1 9.2 
Income ($) 7.2 4.4 3.7 13.2 4.2 1.4 4.3 9.3 
Basic earnings per share ($) 0.07 0.04 0.04 0.14 0.04 0.01 0.04 0.10 
Diluted earnings per share ($) 0.07 0.04 0.04 0.13 0.04 0.01 0.04 0.09 
 
(1) Fiscal 2010 financial information is presented in accordance with Canadian GAAP as it was not required to be restated to IFRS. 
 
Clean coal production during the first quarter increased slightly from the prior quarters as development of No. 8 pit 
progressed. Surface mining conditions continue to be challenging due to tight mining areas and a higher strip ratio. The 
underground mining operation has been achieving or exceeding production targets. First quarter coal sales remained 
stable from the previous quarter, although they were impacted by vessel loading delays that occurred late in June 
causing 70,000 tonnes to be delayed until July. The price of metallurgical coal continues to increase from previous 
quarters due to strong market demand. Flooding in Australia, combined with continued demand from traditional 
steelmaking markets, has led to higher benchmark price settlements. Challenging surface pit mining conditions, a higher 
strip ratio and a lower plant yield contributed to lower than expected clean coal production volumes from No. 8 pit 
resulting in a higher unit cost of product sold. Also contributing to the increasing cost of product sold were higher costs 
for internal labour, contractor services, supplies and consumables. 
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O u t l o o k  

The Corporation anticipates that coal sales volumes for fiscal 2012 will be on the low end of its projected range of 2.2 to 
2.4 million tonnes. The No. 8 surface pit continues to be in the early stages of production and coal volumes are being 
impacted by tight mining conditions and a higher strip ratio than that which is expected over the life of the pit. The 
initial stages of mining have also resulted in a higher proportion of oxidized coal, which is being sold as thermal coal. 
Metallurgical coal is expected to account for approximately 90% of the total anticipated sales volumes in fiscal 2012 
while thermal coal will account for the remainder. Sales volumes are contingent upon the Corporation achieving 
anticipated production levels and being provided with adequate rail and port services. 
 
Approximately 80% of the fiscal 2012 annual sales volumes are expected to be sold under quarterly or spot pricing 
arrangements, which is consistent with industry practice. A portion of traditional annual priced contracts also remain in 
place. For the quarter commencing July 1, 2011, benchmark contract price settlements for the highest quality 
metallurgical coal are approximately US$315 per tonne. The Corporation anticipates its average selling price of 
metallurgical coal for the second quarter of fiscal 2012 to be approximately US$255 to US$265 per tonne due to the 
impact of annual contracts and trial shipments to potential new customers.  
 
The unit cost of product sold during the first quarter was higher than anticipated due to the impact of the initial mining 
conditions in the No. 8 pit operations. As a result, the Corporation anticipates that the average cash cost of sales 
(excluding depreciation) for fiscal 2012 will be on the high end of the current guidance of $125 to $130 per tonne. Unit 
costs are being affected by cost increases from a higher strip ratio, longer waste haul distances, as well as increases in 
mining input costs and other costs such as third party contractor services and consumables. An escalation in mining 
input costs or lower than expected production or sales levels would result in higher than anticipated cash cost of sales in 
fiscal 2012. 
 
Capital additions for fiscal 2012 are anticipated to be approximately $80 million. This includes development 
expenditures for the surface and underground mining operations, upgrades and refurbishments at the process plant, 
employee housing projects and other sustaining capital expenditures. Capital expenditures are expected to be funded by 
existing cash and cash flow from operations. 
 

O t h e r  I n f o r ma t i o n  

The Corporation has not entered into any off-balance sheet arrangements at this time. Looking forward, export trade 
credit insurance may be used to support accounts receivable.   
 
As at August 15, 2011, there were 98,306,595 common shares issued and outstanding, and the following share options 
were also outstanding: 
 

Range of  
Exercise Prices 

Share options 
outstanding 

Exercisable share 
options 

$0.77 - $1.00 315,002 240,000 
$1.01 - $5.00 1,775,345 1,170,333 
$5.01 - $5.95 2,258,338 744,988 

 4,348,685 2,155,321 
 

A d d i t i o n a l  I n f o r ma t i o n  

Additional information regarding the Corporation and its business operations, including the Corporation’s annual 
information form for the fiscal year ended March 31, 2011, is available on the Corporation’s SEDAR company profile 
at www.sedar.com. 
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Grande Cache Coal Corporation 
Consolidated Statements of Financial Position 
(Unaudited) 
    June 30  March 31  April 1  
(in thousands of Canadian dollars, as at)   2011  2011  2010 
         

Assets        

Current assets        
 Cash and cash equivalents  $ 21,124 $ 17,136 $ 87,436 
 Restricted cash (note 5)   12,908  12,908  13,499 
 Trade and other receivables (note 6)   17,355  31,287  12,483 
 Inventories (note 7)   37,205  34,244  33,999 
 Prepaid expenses and deposits   2,252  399  9,114 
    90,844  95,974  156,531 

Property, plant and equipment (note 8)   347,953 
 

337,240 
 

175,722 

Deferred tax assets   -  -  232 

Assets classified as held for sale   -  -  4,735 

  $ 438,797 $ 433,214 $ 337,220 
         

Liabilities and Equity        

Current liabilities        
 

Accounts payable and accrued liabilities  $ 27,360 $ 29,496 $ 25,716 
 Current portion of finance lease obligations (note 10)   14,583  14,447  6,744 
 

   41,943  43,943  32,460 

Restoration provision (note 9)   14,797 
 

14,553 
 

9,871 

Finance lease obligations (note 10)   60,325  64,390  27,515 

Deferred income tax liabilities (note 11)   30,686  27,834  17,715 
    147,751  150,720  87,561 

Equity        
 Share capital (note 12)   199,810  199,810  196,232 
 Contributed surplus   9,920  8,524  4,681 
 Retained earnings   81,316  74,160  48,746 
    291,046  282,494  249,659 

  $ 438,797 $ 433,214 $ 337,220 
 

 
Commitments (note 13) 

The accompanying notes are an integral part of these financial statements. 
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Grande Cache Coal Corporation 
Consolidated Statements of Income and Comprehensive Income 
 (Unaudited) 

   
Three months ended 

 June 30 
(in thousands Canadian dollars, except for per share data)    2011  2010 

      

Revenue  $ 79,731 $ 69,033 

Cost of sales (note 14)   (65,563)  (58,035) 

Gross profit   14,168  10,998 

General and administrative expenses   (3,903)  (2,604) 

Other operating income   118  28 

Profit from operations   10,383  8,422 

Finance income   58  33 

Finance expense   (795)  35 

Foreign exchange gain (loss)   362  (2,732) 

Profit before tax   10,008  5,758 

Income tax expense   (2,852)  (1,562) 

Income and comprehensive income  $ 7,156 $ 4,196 

     

Earnings per share (note 15)     
Basic  $ 0.07 $ 0.04 
Diluted  $ 0.07 $ 0.04 
 
 
 
 
 
The accompanying notes are an integral part of these consolidated financial statements. 
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Grande Cache Coal Corporation 
Consolidated Statements of Changes in Equity 
(Unaudited) 

(in thousands of Canadian dollars) 

 

Share 
capital 

 

Contributed 
surplus 

 

Retained 
earnings  

 

Total 
equity 

         

Balance - April 1, 2011 $ 199,810 $ 8,524 $ 74,160 $ 282,494 

Income for the period  -  -  7,156  7,156 

Share-based payment expense (note 16)  -  1,396  -  1,396 

Balance - June 30, 2011 $ 199,810 $ 9,920 $ 81,316 $ 291,046 

Balance - April 1, 2010 $ 196,232 $ 4,681 $ 48,746 $ 249,659 

Income for the period 
 

- 
 

- 
 

4,196 
 

4,196 

Share-based payment expense (note 16)  -  572  -  572 

Shares issued on exercise of options   182  (78)  -  104 

Balance - June 30, 2010 $ 196,414 $ 5,175 $ 52,942 $ 254,531 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The accompanying notes are an integral part of these consolidated financial statements. 
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Grande Cache Coal Corporation 
Consolidated Statements of Cash Flows 
(Unaudited) 

   
Three months ended 

June 30 

(in thousands of Canadian dollars)   2011  2010 
      

Cash flow provided by (used in)      
 
Operating activities     

Income for the period  $ 7,156 $ 4,196 
Adjustments for:      

Depreciation (note 14)   5,874  6,540 

Unrealized foreign exchange loss   2,502  4,753 

Share-based payment expense (note 16)   1,396  572 

Finance expense   795  (35) 

Deferred income tax   2,852  1,562 

Gain on sale of property, plant and equipment   (10)  - 

Net changes in non-cash working capital (note 17)   4,578  1,391 

Settlement of restoration provision (note 9)   (9)  - 

Net cash flows from operating activities   25,134  18,979 

Financing activities      

Payment on finance lease obligations (note 10)   (3,526)  (3,576) 

Repayment of capital loan   (19)  - 

Proceeds on exercise of options    -  104 

Interest paid on finance leases and capital loan   (1,158)  (554) 

Net cash used in financing activities   (4,703)  (4,026) 

Investing activities      

Additions to property, plant and equipment   (16,357)  (30,986) 

Proceeds on sale of property, plant and equipment   88  - 

Net cash used in investing activities   (16,269)  (30,986) 

Effect of foreign exchange on cash and cash equivalents   (174)  757 

Net increase (decrease) in cash and cash equivalents   3,988  (15,276) 

Cash and cash equivalents, beginning of period   17,136  87,436 

Cash and cash equivalents, end of period  $ 21,124 $ 72,160 

      

The accompanying notes are an integral part of these consolidated financial statements. 
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1 .  C o r p o r a t e  i n f o r ma t i o n  

Grande Cache Coal Corporation ("Grande Cache Coal" or the "Corporation") is an Alberta based metallurgical 
coal mining company that produces metallurgical coal for the steel industry and holds coal leases covering over 
22,000 hectares in the Smoky River Coalfield located in west-central Alberta. 

The Corporation is a public company which is listed on the Toronto Stock Exchange and is incorporated and 
domiciled in Canada. The address of its registered office is Suite 1600, 800 – 5th Avenue SW, Calgary, Alberta, 
Canada T2P 3T6. 

2 . B a s i s  o f  p r e p a r a t i o n  a n d  F i r s t - t i me  a d o p t i o n  o f  I F RS  

The Corporation prepares its financial statements in accordance with Canadian generally accepted accounting 
principles as set out in the Handbook of the Canadian Institute of Chartered Accountants ("CICA Handbook"). In 
2010, the CICA Handbook was revised to incorporate International Financial Reporting Standards ("IFRS"), and 
requires publicly accountable enterprises to apply such standards effective for years beginning on or after January 
1, 2011. Accordingly, the Corporation has commenced reporting on this basis in these condensed interim 
consolidated financial statements. In these condensed interim consolidated financial statements, the term 
"Canadian GAAP" refers to Canadian GAAP before the adoption of IFRS. 
 
The condensed interim consolidated financial statements have been prepared in accordance with IFRS applicable 
to the preparation of condensed interim consolidated financial statements, including IAS 34 Interim Financial 
Reporting and IFRS 1 First-time Adoption of International Financial Reporting Standards ("IFRS 1"). Subject to 
certain transition elections disclosed in note 20, the Corporation has consistently applied the same accounting 
policies in its opening IFRS statement of financial position at April 1, 2010 ("transition date") and throughout all 
periods presented, as if these policies had always been in effect. Note 20 discloses the impact of the transition to 
IFRS on the Corporation’s reported consolidated statements of financial position, statements of income and 
comprehensive income and statements of cash flows, including the nature and effect of significant changes in 
accounting policies from those used in the Corporation’s consolidated financial statements for the fiscal year 
ended March 31, 2011. Comparative figures for fiscal 2011 in these financial statements have been restated to 
give effect to these changes. 
 
The policies applied in these condensed interim consolidated financial statements are based on IFRSs issued and 
outstanding as at August 15, 2011, the date the Board of Directors approved the financial statements. Any 
subsequent changes to IFRS, that are given effect in the Corporation’s annual consolidated financial statements 
for the fiscal year ending March 31, 2012 could result in restatement of these condensed interim consolidated 
financial statements, including the transition adjustments recognized on change-over to IFRS. 
 
The condensed interim consolidated financial statements should be read in conjunction with the Corporation’s 
Canadian GAAP annual financial statements for the fiscal year ended March 31, 2011. Note 20 discloses IFRS 
information for the year ended March 31, 2011 that is material to an understanding of these condensed interim 
consolidated financial statements. 

3 .   S u m ma r y  o f  s i g n i f i c a n t  a c c o u n t i n g  p o l i c i e s  

Basis of measurement 
 
The condensed interim consolidated financial statements have been prepared on a historical cost basis, except for 
certain risk management contracts and the restoration provision. The risk management contracts are measured at 
fair value and the restoration provisions are discounted using a risk-free interest rate. 
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Basis of consolidation 
 
The condensed interim consolidated financial statements comprise the financial statements of the Corporation and 
its inactive wholly-owned subsidiary, Smoky River International Inc. All intercompany transactions, balances and 
unrealized gains and losses from intercompany transactions are eliminated on consolidation. 
 
Subsidiaries are those entities which the Corporation controls by having the power to govern the financial and 
operating policies. The existence and effect of potential voting rights that are currently exercisable or convertible 
are considered when assessing whether the Corporation controls another entity. Subsidiaries are fully consolidated 
from the date on which control is obtained by the Corporation and are de-consolidated from the date that control 
ceases. 
 
Foreign currency translation 
 
(i) Functional and presentation currency 

Items included in the financial statements of the Corporation are measured using the currency of the 
primary economic environment in which the Corporation operates (the "functional currency"). The 
consolidated financial statements are presented in Canadian dollars, which is the Corporation’s functional 
currency. 

 
(ii)  Transactions and balances 

Foreign currency transactions are translated into the functional currency using the exchange rates prevailing 
at the dates of the transactions. Foreign exchange gains and losses resulting from the settlement of foreign 
currency transactions and from the translation at period-end exchange rates of monetary assets and 
liabilities denominated in currencies other than an operation’s functional currency are recognized in the 
statement of income. 

 
Cash and cash equivalents 
 
Cash and cash equivalents consist of amounts on deposit with banks and other highly liquid investments with a 
maturity at the time of purchase of three months or less. 

Restricted cash 
 
Restricted cash consists of cash set aside as security for letters of credit. 

Trade and other receivables 
 
Trade receivables are amounts due from customers for coal sold in the ordinary course of business. Other 
receivables consist primarily of goods and services tax receivable and unrealized gains on foreign exchange 
forward contracts. Collection is expected in one year or less, therefore they are classified as current assets. 

Inventories 
 
Coal inventory is valued at the lower of average production cost and net realizable value. Production costs include 
mining, labour, operating materials and supplies, transportation costs and a relevant allocation of overhead 
including depreciation. Net realizable value represents the estimated selling price for inventories less all estimated 
costs of completion and costs necessary to make the sale. 

Materials inventory consists of parts, supplies and consumables, and is valued at the lower of average cost and net 
realizable value.  
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Exploration and evaluation expenditures 
 
Exploration and evaluation expenditures include researching and analyzing historic exploration data, conducting 
topographical, geological, geochemical and geophysical studies as well as exploratory drilling, trenching and 
sampling. In addition, costs incurred to prove the technical feasibility and commercial viability of resources found 
are included.  
 
Exploration and evaluation expenditures incurred in areas without an existing mine or in areas outside the 
boundary of known mineral deposits are expensed as incurred. 
 
Exploration and evaluation expenditures are capitalized when the activity occurs within an area of interest where 
it is considered likely to be recoverable by future exploitation or sale of resources. Capitalized exploration and 
evaluation expenditures are initially measured at historical cost and are subsequently measured at cost less 
accumulated impairment losses. Exploration and evaluation assets are assessed for impairment as part of the 
Corporation’s cash generating unit as described below in ‘Impairment of non-financial assets’. No depreciation is 
charged to assets during the exploration and evaluation phase.  
 
Once the technical feasibility and commercial viability of the extraction of proven and probable mineral reserves 
in an area of interest are demonstrable, exploration and evaluation assets are tested for impairment and reclassified 
to ‘Mineral assets’ within property, plant and equipment.  
 
 
Property, plant and equipment  
 
Property, plant and equipment are measured at historical cost less accumulated depreciation and accumulated 
impairment losses. Cost includes expenditures that are directly attributable to the acquisition of the asset. This 
includes the purchase price, any other costs directly attributable to bringing the assets to a working condition for 
intended use, the costs of dismantling and removing the items and restoring the site on which they are located and 
borrowing costs on qualifying assets. 
 
Where an item of property, plant and equipment comprises significant parts with useful lives that are significantly 
different from that of the asset as a whole, the parts are accounted for as separate items of property, plant and 
equipment and depreciated accordingly.  
 
An item of property, plant and equipment is derecognized upon disposal or when no future economic benefits are 
expected to arise from the continued use of the asset. Any gain or loss arising from derecognizing an asset, 
determined as the difference between the net disposal proceeds and the carrying amount of the asset, is recognized 
in the consolidated statement of income or loss. 
 
Expenditures incurred that renew or refurbish plant and equipment to extend its useful life or increase its 
productive capacity are capitalized when it is determined that a future benefit will flow to the Corporation as a 
result of the renewal or reconditioning expenditures. Repairs that do not extend an asset’s useful life or productive 
capacity are expensed in the period in which they are incurred.  
 
Depreciation is calculated on the depreciable amount, which is the cost of an asset less its residual value. 
Depreciation is recognized in income or loss on a straight-line basis over the estimated useful lives of each 
significant part of an item of property, plant and equipment, since this most closely reflects the expected pattern of 
consumption of the future economic benefits embodied in the asset.  
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The estimated useful lives for each of the classes of property, plant and equipment are as follows: 
 

• Land    not depreciated 
• Buildings    10 to 20 years 
• Equipment and machinery  3 to 20 years 
• Furniture and fixtures  3 to 10 years 
• Computer equipment  2 to 5 years 
• Mineral assets   unit of production based on proven and probable reserves 

 
Depreciation methods, useful lives and residual values are reviewed annually and adjusted if appropriate. 
 
Mineral assets 
 
(i) Mines under construction 

Expenditures directly attributable to the development and construction of mineral assets, including amounts 
transferred from exploration and evaluation assets, are capitalized when the expenditures will provide a 
future benefit to the Corporation. Stripping costs incurred to remove overburden and other mine waste 
materials during the initial development phase of a mining area are capitalized. Borrowing costs and 
depreciation of plant and equipment used in the development of a mine are capitalized. No depreciation is 
charged to mineral assets during the development and construction phase. 
 

(ii) Producing mines 
Mining areas generally become producing mines when they are available for their intended use. 
Management considers various relevant criteria to assess when a mining area is ready for its intended use 
and is considered to be in the production phase. When a mine development project moves into the 
production stage, the capitalization of certain mine development costs ceases and costs are either regarded 
as forming part of the cost of inventory or expensed, except for costs that qualify for capitalization relating 
to mining asset additions and improvements or mineable reserve development. Mineral assets in the 
production phase are depreciated based on proven and probable reserves using the unit of production 
method. 

 
Impairment of non-financial assets 
 
The Corporation assesses at each reporting date whether there is an indication that an asset or a cash generating 
unit ("CGU") may be impaired. A CGU is the smallest identifiable group of assets that generates cash flows 
largely independent of the cash inflows from other assets or groups of assets. If any indication of impairment 
exists, or when annual impairment testing for an asset is required, the Corporation estimates the asset’s 
recoverable amount. An asset’s recoverable amount is the higher of an asset’s fair value less costs to sell and its 
value in use and is determined for an individual asset, unless the asset does not generate cash inflows that are 
largely independent of those from other assets or groups of assets, in which case the asset is tested as part of a 
larger CGU. Where the carrying amount of an asset or CGU exceeds its recoverable amount, the asset is 
considered impaired and an impairment loss is charged to the consolidated statement of income or loss.  
 
In assessing value in use, the estimated future cash flows are discounted to their present value using a pre-tax 
discount rate that reflects current market assessments of the time value of money and the risks specific to the 
asset. These assessments require the use of estimates and assumptions such as long-term commodity prices, 
discount rates, future capital requirements, exploration potential and operating performance.  
 
Fair value is determined as the amount that would be obtained from the sale of the asset in an arm’s length 
transaction between knowledgeable and willing parties. The best evidence of fair value is the value obtained from 
an active market or binding sale agreement. Where neither exists, fair value is based on the best information 
available to reflect the amount the Corporation could receive for the cash generating unit in an arm’s length 
transaction. This is often estimated using discounted cash flow techniques. 
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Impairment losses are reversed if there is an indication that there has been a change in the estimates used to 
determine the recoverable amount. Impairment losses are reversed only to the extent that the asset’s carrying 
amount does not exceed the carrying amount that would have been determined, net of depreciation, had no 
impairment loss been previously recognized. 
 
Accounts payable and accrued liabilities 
 
Trade payables are obligations to pay for goods and services that have been acquired during the normal course of 
business from suppliers. Accounts payable and accrued liabilities are classified as current liabilities if payment is 
due within one year.  
 
Provisions 
 
Provisions are recognized when the Corporation has a present legal or constructive obligation as a result of a past 
event, the amount can be reliably estimated and it is probable that an outflow of economic resources will be 
required to settle the obligation. Provisions are determined by discounting expected future cash outflows at a pre-
tax rate that reflects the current market assessment of risks specific to the liability and the time value of money. 
The unwinding of the discount is recognized as a finance cost. 
 
Restoration provision 
 
The Corporation’s operations give rise to decommissioning, restoration and rehabilitation activities. 
Environmental costs arise when environmental disturbance is caused by the exploration, development or ongoing 
production of a mineral property interest. The net present value of future restoration cost estimates arising from 
the decommissioning, restoration and rehabilitation is capitalized to mineral assets with a corresponding increase 
in the restoration provision in the period incurred. Discount rates using a risk-free rate that reflect the time value 
of money are used to calculate the net present value. The capitalized restoration costs are charged against income 
and loss over the economic life of the related asset, through depreciation on a unit of production method. The 
restoration provision is accreted to net present value each reporting period with the unwinding of the restoration 
provision being charged to finance expense in the consolidated statement of income. Actual costs incurred to settle 
the site restoration obligation are charged against the provision. Any difference between the actual costs incurred 
and the provision is recognized as a gain or loss in the consolidated statement of income in the period in which the 
settlement occurs. 
 
The Corporation’s estimates of restoration costs could change as a result of changes in regulatory requirements, 
discount rates and assumptions regarding the amount and timing of the future expenditures. These changes are 
recorded directly to mineral assets with a corresponding entry to the restoration provision. 
 
Leases  
 
Leases where the Corporation assumes substantially all the risks and rewards of ownership are accounted for as 
finance leases. Finance leases are capitalized within property, plant and equipment at the commencement of the 
lease with an offsetting lease liability. The value of the leased asset is established as the lesser of its fair value at 
inception and the present value of the minimum lease payments. Lease payments are allocated between finance 
expenses and a reduction of the lease liability to achieve a constant periodic rate of interest on the financed 
balance outstanding. Finance expenses are charged against income or loss in the period they are incurred. Leased 
assets are depreciated over the shorter of the lease term and their useful lives unless it is reasonably certain that 
the Corporation will obtain ownership by the end of the lease term, in which case the asset will be depreciated 
over its useful life. 
 
Leases where a significant portion of the risks and rewards of ownership are retained by the lessor are accounted 
for as operating leases. Payments made under operating leases are charged directly against income or loss on a 
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straight-line basis over the respective lease term. 
 
Financial instruments 
 
Financial assets and liabilities are recognized when the Corporation becomes a party to a contractual provision of 
the instrument. Financial assets are derecognized when the rights to receive cash flows from the assets have 
expired or have been transferred and the Corporation has transferred substantially all the risks and rewards of 
ownership. 
 
Financial assets and liabilities are offset and the net amount presented in the consolidated statement of financial 
position when the Corporation has a legal right to offset the amounts and intends either to settle on a net basis or 
to realize the asset and settle the liability simultaneously. 
 
At initial recognition, the Corporation classifies its financial instruments into the following categories depending 
on the purpose for which the instruments were acquired: 
 
(i) Financial assets and liabilities at fair value through income or loss are financial instruments acquired 

principally for the purpose of selling or repurchasing in the short-term. Financial instruments in this 
category are measured at fair value and subsequent changes are recognized in income or loss. Upon initial 
recognition, attributable transaction costs are recognized in income or loss as incurred.  

 
(ii)  Held-to-maturity investments are non-derivative financial instruments with fixed payments and maturity for 

which the Corporation has the intention and ability to hold to maturity. These financial instruments are 
recognized initially at fair value plus any directly attributable transaction costs. Subsequent to initial 
recognition held-to-maturity financial assets are measured at amortized costs using the effective interest 
method, less any impairment losses.  

 
(iii)  Loans and receivables are non-derivative financial instruments with fixed or determinable payments that 

are not quoted in an active market. Such instruments are recognized initially at fair value plus any directly 
attributable transaction costs. Subsequent to initial recognition loans and receivables are measured at 
amortized cost using the effective interest method, less any impairment losses.  

 
(iv) Available-for-sale financial assets are non-derivative financial instruments that are either designated in this 

category or are not designated in any of the preceding three categories. These financial instruments are 
measured at fair value with unrealized gains and losses recognized in other comprehensive income or loss. 

 
(v) Financial liabilities measured at amortized cost are all other financial liabilities. These financial 

instruments are recognized initially at fair value plus any directly attributable transaction costs. Subsequent 
to initial recognition these financial liabilities are measured at amortized cost using the effective interest 
method.  

 
 

Derivative financial instruments 
 
The Corporation may enter into certain derivative financial instruments to hedge its foreign currency risk. These 
derivative financial instruments are not used for trading or speculative purposes. The Corporation has not 
designated its derivative contracts as effective accounting hedges, and therefore not applied hedge accounting. All 
financial derivative contracts are classified as fair value through income and loss and recorded on the consolidated 
statement of financial position at fair value.  
 
Impairment of financial assets 
 
A financial asset not carried at fair value through income or loss is assessed at each reporting date to determine 
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whether there is objective evidence that it is impaired. 
 
If there is objective evidence that an impairment loss on assets carried at amortized cost has been incurred, the 
amount of the loss is measured as the difference between the assets’ carrying amount and the present value of 
estimated future cash flows discounted at the financial asset’s original effective interest rate. The carrying amount 
of the asset is then reduced by the amount of the impairment. The amount of the loss is recognized in income or 
loss.  
 
If, in a subsequent period, the amount of the impairment loss decreases and the decrease can be related objectively 
to an event occurring after the impairment was recognized, the previously recognized impairment loss is reversed 
to the extent that the carrying value of the asset does not exceed what the amortized cost would have been had the 
impairment not been recognized. Any subsequent reversal of an impairment loss is recognized in income or loss.  
 
If an available-for-sale asset is impaired, an amount comprising the difference between its cost and its current fair 
value, less any impairment loss previously recognized in income or loss, is transferred from equity to income or 
loss. 
 
Share capital 
 
Common shares are classified as equity. Incremental costs directly attributable to the issue of common shares are 
recognized as a deduction from share capital, net of any tax effects. 
 
Revenue 
 
Sales revenues are recognized when the risks and rewards of ownership pass to the customer, collection is 
reasonably assured and the price is reasonably determinable. These criteria are generally met at the time the 
product is delivered to the customer and, depending on delivery conditions, title and risk have passed to the 
customer. Seaborne coal sales revenue is generally recognized when the coal is loaded on to the vessel at the port. 
Direct sales revenue is generally recognized when coal is either loaded onto a truck or train or when it is unloaded 
at the final destination, depending on the terms of the contract.  

Revenue is measured at the price specified in the sales contract, net of any penalties. Sales revenue excludes any 
applicable sales taxes.  

Cost of sales 
 
(i) Cost of product sold  

Cost of product sold represents the cost of coal production including mining and hauling, labour, operating 
materials and supplies, coal royalties, changes in inventory and a relevant allocation of overhead. Cost of 
product sold is charged against income at the time of sale. 
 

(ii)  Distribution costs 
Distribution costs include the cost of transporting coal to port or direct to customers, port charges for 
storage and loading of coal onto vessels, testing charges, commissions and demurrage. Distribution charges 
are charged against income at the time of sale. 

(iii)  Depreciation 
Depreciation on property, plant and equipment allocate the cost of capital assets over their expected useful 
lives. 

Share-based payment 
 
The Corporation operates an equity-settled, share-based compensation plan, under which outstanding stock 
options of the Corporation granted prior to August 17, 2010 are governed. The Board of Directors of the 
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Corporation granted stock options to certain employees. An individual is classified as an employee when the 
individual is an employee for legal or tax purposes (direct employee) or provides services similar to those 
performed by a direct employee. The maximum number of shares authorized for option grants is limited to 10% of 
the aggregate number of issued and outstanding common shares, less the number of common shares issuable 
pursuant to all other security based compensation arrangements. Stock options generally vest over three years and 
expire after five years.  
 
Each tranche in an award is considered a separate award with its own vesting period and grant date fair value. The 
fair value of each tranche is measured at the date of grant using the Black-Scholes option pricing model taking 
into account the terms and conditions upon which the options were granted. Compensation expense is recognized 
over the tranche’s vesting period based on the number of awards expected to vest, by increasing contributed 
surplus. At each financial position reporting date, the amount recognized as an expense is adjusted to reflect the 
actual number of share options that are expected to vest. 
 
The exercise price for each option is the closing price for the Corporation’s shares on the last trading day before 
the date of grant. When options are exercised, the Corporation issues new shares and the proceeds received, net of 
any transaction costs, together with the amount previously recognized in contributed surplus are credited to share 
capital. 
 
The dilutive effect of outstanding options is reflected as additional dilution in the computation of earnings per 
share. 
 
Finance income and finance expense 
 
Finance income comprises interest income on funds invested and restricted cash.  
 
Finance expenses comprise interest expense on borrowings, accretion on the restoration provision, and any 
impairment losses recognized on financial assets. Borrowing costs that relate to the acquisition, construction or 
development of a qualifying asset are capitalized up to the date the asset is ready for its intended use. 
 
Taxes 
 
(i) Current income tax 

Current income tax assets and liabilities for the current period are measured at the amount expected to be 
recovered from or paid to the taxation authorities. The tax rates and tax laws used to compute the amount 
are those that are enacted or substantively enacted, at the consolidated statement of financial position date. 
Management periodically evaluates positions taken in the tax returns with respect to situations in which 
applicable tax regulations are subject to interpretation and establishes provisions where appropriate. 

(ii)  Deferred income tax 
Deferred income tax is provided using the balance sheet method on temporary differences at the balance 
sheet date between the tax bases of assets and liabilities and their carrying amounts for financial reporting 
purposes. Deferred income tax liabilities are recognized for all taxable temporary differences and deferred 
income tax assets are recognized for all deductible temporary differences as well as unused tax losses and 
tax credits carried forward from prior years. The carrying amount of deferred income tax assets is reviewed 
each period and is recognized only to the extent that sufficient taxable income will be available in the future 
for the assets to be utilized. 
 

Tax on income in interim periods has been accrued using the tax rate that would be applicable to anticipated total 
annual income. 
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Earnings per share 
 
The Corporation presents basic and diluted earnings per share ("EPS") data for its common shares. Basic EPS is 
calculated by dividing the income for the period attributable to common shareholders of the Corporation by the 
weighted average number of common shares outstanding during the period. Diluted EPS is calculated by adjusting 
the weighted average number of common shares outstanding, for the effects of all potentially dilutive instruments, 
which may comprise share options granted to employees, convertible debentures, warrants and similar 
instruments. 
 
Accounting standards issued but not yet applied 
 
IFRS 9 Financial Instruments ("IFRS 9"), as issued reflects the first phase of the IASB’s work on the replacement 
of IAS 39 Financial Instruments: Recognition and Measurement ("IAS 39") and applies to classification and 
measurement of financial assets and liabilities as defined in IAS 39. The standard is effective for annual periods 
beginning on or after January 1, 2013. The Corporation has not yet assessed the impact of the adoption of IFRS 9 
on its financial statements.  
 
In May 2011, the IASB issued the following standards which have not yet been adopted by the Corporation: IFRS 
10, Consolidated Financial Statements ("IFRS 10"), IFRS 11, Joint Arrangements ("IFRS 11"), IFRS 12, 
Disclosure of Interests in Other Entities ("IFRS 12") and IFRS 13, Fair Value Measurement ("IFRS 13"). Each of 
the new standards is effective for annual periods beginning on or after January 1, 2013 with early adoption 
permitted. The Corporation has not yet assessed the impact that the new and amended standards will have on its 
financial statements or whether to early adopt any of the new requirements.  
 
A brief summary of the new standards is as follows: 
  
IFRS 10 requires an entity to consolidate an investee when it is exposed, or has rights, to variable returns from its 
involvement with the investee and has the ability to affect those returns through its power over the investee. Under 
existing IFRS, consolidation is required when an entity has the power to govern the financial and operating 
policies of an entity so as to obtain benefits from its activities. IFRS 10 replaces SIC-12 Consolidation-Special 
Purpose Entities and parts of IAS 27 Consolidated and Separate Financial Statements.  
 
IFRS 11 requires a venture to classify its interest in a joint arrangement as a joint venture or joint operation. Joint 
ventures will be accounted for using the equity method of accounting whereas for a joint operation the venture 
will recognize its share of the assets, liabilities, revenue and expenses of the joint operation. Under existing IFRS, 
entities have the choice to proportionately consolidate or equity account for interest in joint ventures. IFRS 11 
supersedes IAS 31, Interests in Joint Ventures and SIC-13, Jointly Controlled Entities, Non-Monetary 
Contributions by Venturers.  
 
IFRS 12 establishes disclosure requirements for interests in other entities, such as joint arrangements, associates, 
special purpose vehicles and off balance sheet vehicles. The standard carries forward existing disclosures and also 
introduces significant additional disclosure requirements that address the nature of, and risks associated with, an 
entity’s interest in other entities.  
 
IFRS 13 is a comprehensive standard for fair value measurement and disclosure requirements for use across all 
IFRS standards. The new standard clarifies that fair value is the price that would be received to sell and asset, or 
paid to transfer a liability in an orderly transaction between market participants, at the measurement date. It also 
establishes disclosures about fair value measurement. Under existing IFRS, guidance on measuring and disclosing 
fair value is dispersed among the specific standards requiring fair value measurement and in many cases does not 
reflect a clear measurement basis or consistent disclosures.  
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4 .  S i g n i f i c a n t  a c c o u n t i n g  e s t i ma t e s ,  j u d g me n t s  a n d  a s s u mp t i o n s  

Preparation of the Corporation’s consolidated financial statements requires management to make judgments, 
estimates and assumptions that affect the reported amounts of revenues, expenses, assets and liabilities, and 
disclosure of contingent liabilities at the date of the consolidated financial statements. Estimates and assumptions 
are continuously evaluated and are based on management’s experience and other factors, including expectations of 
future events that are believed to be reasonable under the circumstances. Actual outcomes may differ from these 
estimates should different assumptions and conditions arise. 
 
Key sources of estimation uncertainty that have significant risk of causing a material adjustment to the carrying 
amounts of assets and liabilities within the next financial year are described below. 
 
(i) Property, plant and equipment 

Depreciation of property, plant and equipment is based on the expected useful lives at the time of 
acquisition. Management estimates the useful lives of property, plant and equipment based on the benefit 
that is expected to be derived from their use. Changes in the intended use of property, plant and equipment 
or changes in economic circumstances beyond management’s control may impact the carrying value of 
property, plant and equipment. Management reviews the useful life, carrying value and residual value of 
property, plant and equipment at each reporting date. Changes to these estimates are accounted for 
prospectively.  

(ii)  Mineral reserves and resources estimates 
 Coal reserves are estimates of the amount of coal that can be economically and legally extracted from the 

Corporation’s mining properties. The Corporation estimates its coal reserves and mineral resources based 
on information compiled by appropriately qualified persons relating to the geological data on the size, 
depth and shape of the coal body, and requires complex geological judgments to interpret the data. The 
estimation of recoverable reserves is based upon factors such as estimates of foreign exchange rates, 
commodity prices, future capital requirements, and production costs along with geological assumptions and 
judgments made in estimating the size and grade of the coal body. Changes in the reserve or resource 
estimates may impact upon the carrying value of exploration and evaluation assets, property, plant and 
equipment, restoration provision and depreciation charges. 

(iii)  Unit-of-production depreciation 
Estimated recoverable reserves are used in determining the depreciation of mineral assets. This results in a 
depreciation charge that is proportional to the depletion of the anticipated remaining life of mine 
production. Each asset’s life, which is assessed annually, considers its physical life limitations and the 
present assessments of economically recoverable reserves of the mine property to which the asset relates. 
These calculations require the use of estimates and assumptions, including the amount of recoverable 
reserves and estimates of future capital expenditures. Changes are accounted for prospectively. 

 
(iv) Mine decommissioning and restoration 

The Corporation assesses its decommissioning and restoration liability associated with its mining properties 
annually. Significant estimates and assumptions are made in determining the provision for mine restoration 
as there are numerous factors that will affect the ultimate liability payable. These factors include estimates 
of the extent and costs of restoration activities, technological changes, regulatory changes, cost increases, 
and changes in discount rates. Those uncertainties may result in future actual expenditures differing from 
the amounts currently provided. The provision at the statement of financial position date represents 
management’s best estimate of the present value of the future restoration costs required. Changes to 
estimated future costs are recognized in the statement of financial position by adjusting the restoration asset 
and liability. Refer to note 9 for details of the restoration provision balance. 
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(v) Production start date 
The Corporation assesses the stage of each mining area under construction to determine when a mining area 
moves into the production stage being when the mining area is substantially complete and ready for its 
intended use. The criteria used to assess the start date are determined based on the unique nature of each 
mine construction project. The Corporation considers various relevant criteria to assess when the 
production phase is considered to commence. Some of the criteria used will include, but are not limited to, 
the ability to produce coal in saleable form (within specifications) and the ability to sustain ongoing 
production of coal. 
 

(vi) Inventories 
Net realizable value tests are performed at least annually and represent the estimated future coal sales price 
based on prevailing coal prices at the reporting date, less estimated production costs and distribution costs. 
In addition, the Corporation assesses various factors that influence the inventory valuation including 
depreciation rates and future foreign exchange rates. 
 
Stockpile tonnages are verified by periodic survey. 
 

(vii)  Impairment of assets 
The Corporation’s assessment of impairment requires the use of estimates and assumptions such as long-
term commodity prices, discount rates, future capital requirements, exploration potential and operating 
performance. Fair value is determined as the amount that would be obtained from the sale of the asset in an 
arm’s length transaction between knowledgeable and willing parties. Fair value for mineral assets is 
generally determined as the present value of estimated future cash flows arising from the continued use of 
the asset, which includes estimates such as the cost of future expansion plans and eventual disposal, using 
assumptions that an independent market participant may take into account. Cash flows are discounted by an 
appropriate discount rate to determine the net present value. 

(viii)  Income tax 
Considerable judgment is required in determining the Corporation’s liability for income tax. The 
Corporation recognizes liabilities for anticipated income tax audit issues based on estimates of whether 
additional taxes will be due. Where the final tax outcome is different from the amounts that were initially 
recorded, such differences will impact the current and deferred income tax assets and liabilities in the 
period in which such determination is made.  

 

5 .  R e s t r i c t e d  c a s h  

 
As at  

June 30 
As at  

March 31 
 2011 2011 

Cash secured letters of credit - Alberta Government $ 12,708 $ 12,708 
Cash secured letters of credit - Service providers 200 200 

 $ 12,908 $ 12,908 
 
Cash secured letters of credit have been provided to the Alberta Government for security to cover anticipated costs 
of reclamation for the Corporation’s mining areas, processing facilities and surrounding infrastructure. In addition, 
cash secured letters of credit have been made available to service providers.  
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6 .  T r a d e  a n d  o t h e r  r e c e i v a b l e s  

 
As at  

June 30 
As at  

March 31 
 2011 2011 

Trade accounts receivable $ 15,516 $ 27,131 
Goods and services tax receivable 751 285 
Unrealized gain on foreign exchange forward contracts 764 2,857 
Other 324 1,014 

 $ 17,355 $ 31,287 
 

Trade receivables are non-interest bearing and are generally on less than 30 days terms. At June 30, 2011, none of 
the trade receivables were past due or deemed impaired.  
 

7 .  I n v e n t o r i e s  

  
As at  

June 30  
As at  

March 31 
  2011  2011 

Coal inventory $ 29,721 $ 27,628 

Materials inventory  7,484  6,616 

 $ 37,205 $ 34,244 
 
 
Coal inventory is valued at the lower of average production cost and net realizable value. Production costs include 
mining, labour, operating materials and supplies, transportation costs and a relevant allocation of overhead 
including depreciation. 

Materials inventory consists of parts, supplies and consumables, and is valued at the lower of average cost and net 
realizable value. The Corporation maintains an inventory of parts and supplies for day to day maintenance and 
operations. For the three months ended June 30, 2011, parts and supplies inventories of $2,426 were expensed to 
cost of product sold, compared to $2,389 in the same period last fiscal year.  

There was no write-down of inventories or reversal of a write-down of inventories during the current period.  

8 .  P r o p e r t y ,  p l a n t  a n d  e q u i p me n t   

 
As at 

June 30 
As at 

March 31 
 2011 2011 

Land, buildings and equipment $ 144,848  143,698 
Mineral assets  89,471 $ 77,429 
Equipment under finance leases  113,634  116,113 

 $ 347,953 $ 337,240 
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During the first quarter of fiscal 2012, the Corporation capitalized interest expense of $455 incurred from mining 
equipment under finance agreements, which were directly used in the development of No. 8 pit. In addition, the 
Corporation capitalized depreciation expenses of $1,441 on mining equipment that was directly used in the 
development of No. 8 pit. 
 
During the first quarter of fiscal 2011, the Corporation capitalized interest expense of $651 and depreciation 
expenses of $1,090 relating to mining equipment that was directly used in the development of No. 8 pit. 
 

9 .  R e s t o r a t i o n  p r o v i s i o n  

At June 30, 2011, the Corporation has estimated the net present value of its restoration provision to be $14,797, 
based on a total future liability of $20,119. The Corporation’s discount rates range from 1.6% to 3.5% depending 
on the term of estimated years to reclamation.  

The following table reconciles the Corporation’s restoration provision: 

 
As at  

June 30  
As at  

March 31 
 2011  2011 

Balance, beginning of year $ 14,553 $ 9,871 
Additions -  4,399 
Change in estimates 162  169 
Settlement of liability (9)  (135) 
Accretion 91  249 

Balance, end of period $ 14,797 $ 14,553 
 

1 0 .  F i n a n c e  l e a s e  o b l i g a t i o n s  

The Corporation has certain mining equipment under finance lease agreements. The finance leases for the mining 
equipment are denominated in US dollars and bear interest at rates ranging from 0.9% to 6.7% per annum. These 
finance leases mature between 2012 and 2017, are secured by the related assets and are repayable by blended 
monthly payments of principal and interest. 

The following table summarizes the Corporation’s finance lease obligations: 

  

Balance – March 31, 2010 $ 
 

34,259 

Fair value of initial finance leases  70,258 
Payments made during the period  (24,949) 
Interest portion of payments  3,110 
Foreign exchange adjustment to US dollar obligation  (3,841) 

Balance – March 31, 2011  78,837 
Payments made during the period  (4,659) 
Interest portion of payments  1,133 
Foreign exchange adjustment to US dollar obligation  (403) 

Balance – June 30, 2011  
 

74,908 

Current portion of finance lease obligations  (14,583) 

Long term portion of finance lease obligations $ 60,325 
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Future minimum payments under finance leases consist of the following: 
 

  
As at  

June 30 
 As at  

March 31 
  2011  2011 

Within one year $ 18,560 $ 18,658 
After one year but not more than five years  66,041  70,115 
More than five years  1,128  2,074 

Total minimum lease payments  85,729  90,847 

Amounts representing interest  (10,821)  (12,010) 

Present value of minimum lease payments  74,908  78,837 

Current portion of finance lease obligations  (14,583)  (14,447) 

Long term portion of finance lease obligations $ 60,325 $ 64,390 

1 1 .  I n c o me  t a x e s  

At June 30, 2011, the Corporation had a deferred income tax liability of $30,686. The components of the deferred 
income tax liability are as follows:   

  
As at 

June 30 
 As at 

March 31 
  2011  2011 

Temporary differences related to:    
 

 
Buildings and equipment and mineral asset costs $ 34,709 $ 31,861 
Restoration provision  (3,699)  (3,638) 
Share issuance costs             (78)              (104) 
Other           (246)              (285) 

Deferred income tax liability $ 30,686 $  27,834 
 

1 2 .  S h a r e  c a p i t a l  

A u t h o r i z e d  

Unlimited common shares 
Unlimited preferred shares, issuable in series 
 
I s s u e d  

Common shares   
Number 

(000’s)  
Stated 
Value 

      

Balance – March 31, 2010   96,975 $ 196,232 

Shares issued on exercise of options   1,325  3,578 

Balance – March 31, 2011 and June 30, 2011   98,300 $ 199,810 
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There were no changes in share capital during the first quarter of fiscal 2012. 
 
During fiscal 2011, 1,325 thousand common share options were exercised for cash proceeds of $2,037. On 
exercise of these common share options, $1,541 was credited to share capital from contributed surplus. 

1 3 .  C o m mi t me n t s  

In order to ensure the continued availability of, and access to, facilities and services to meet operational 
requirements, the Corporation has entered into multi-year agreements for the lease of coal properties, vehicles, 
and office space.  
 
Under contracts existing at June 30, 2011, future minimum amounts payable under these agreements for each 
fiscal year are summarized below: 
 

 2012  $ 669 
 2013  $ 836 
 2014  $ 693 
 2015  $ 582 
 2016 and thereafter  $ 514 

1 4 .  C o s t  o f  s a l e s  

 
  Three months ended 
  June 30 
  2011  2010 

Cost of product sold $ 49,201 $ 39,514 

Distribution costs  10,488  11,981 

Depreciation   5,874  6,540 

 $ 65,563 $ 58,035 
 

1 5 .  E a r n i n g s  p e r  s h a r e  

The following table reconciles the denominators for basic and diluted earnings per share calculations.  The 
treasury stock method is used to determine the dilutive effect of outstanding options to purchase common shares.  
 

 
Three months ended 

June 30 
 (thousands, except per share data) 2011 2010 
 
Weighted average shares outstanding – basic  98,300 96,995 

Dilutive effect of share options 2,594 3,058 

Weighted average shares outstanding – diluted 100,894  100,053 

Income for the period $ 7,156 $ 4,196 

Basic earnings per share $ 0.07 $ 0.04 

Diluted earnings per share $ 0.07 $ 0.04 
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1 6 .  S h a r e - b a s e d  p a y me n t  

The Corporation has a share option plan pursuant to which outstanding share options of the Corporation granted 
prior to August 17, 2010 are governed. The options have a five year term and are subject to a three year vesting 
period. Total share-based payment expense included in general and administrative expenses for the three months 
ended June 30, 2011, was $1,396 compared to $572 in the same period last fiscal year. 

There were no share options granted during the first quarter of fiscal 2012. 

During the first quarter of fiscal 2011, the Corporation granted share options to purchase 2,145 thousand common 
shares pursuant to the Corporation’s share option plan at an exercise price of $5.61 per share. The options have a 
five year term and are subject to a three year vesting period. The weighted average fair value of these share 
options was estimated at $4.61 per share option at the grant date using the Black-Scholes option pricing model. 
The option valuations were based on an average expected option life of five years, a risk-free interest rate of 
2.17%, a dividend yield of 0%, a forfeiture rate of 5% and an average expected volatility of 149%. 

Details of the common share options outstanding are as follows: 

 Common Shares 

 
Number of Options 

(000’s) 
Weighted Average 

Exercise Price 

Outstanding - March 31, 2010 3,717 $ 1.51 

Granted 2,145  5.61 
Forfeited (148)  2.64 
Exercised (1,325)  1.54 

Outstanding - March 31, 2011 and June 30, 2011 4,389 $ 3.46 
 

Details of the common share options outstanding and exercisable at June 30, 2011 are as follows: 

  

Range of 
exercise prices 

Outstanding 
share options   

( 000’s) 

Weighted-average 
remaining 

contractual life 
 (months) 

 
Weighted-

average 
exercise price 

Exercisable 
share options         

( 000’s) 

 
Exercisable 

weighted-average 
exercise price 

$0.77 – 1.00 315 22 $ 0.85 240 $ 0.86 
$1.01 – 5.00 1,789 24  1.17 1,170  1.19 
$5.01 – 5.95 2,285 47  5.62 745  5.63 

 
4,389 36 $ 3.46 2,155 $ 2.69 

 
 
The Corporation has a restricted share unit plan (the "RSU Plan") that is a discretionary incentive compensation 
plan to provide officers, directors, employees and other eligible service providers of the Corporation and any 
subsidiary thereof who provide services to the Corporation with the opportunity to acquire common shares of the 
Corporation through an award of restricted share units ("RSUs"). Each RSU represents a right to receive one 
common share. As at June 30, 2011, the Corporation has not awarded any RSUs pursuant to the RSU Plan. 
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1 7 .  N e t  c h a n g e s  i n  n o n - c a s h  w o r k i n g  c a p i t a l   

 

 
Three months ended 

June 30 
 2011  2010 

Trade and other receivables $ 11,194 $ 3,764 
Inventories (2,511)  4,997 
Prepaid expenses and deposits (1,853)  (8,118) 
Accounts payable and accrued liabilities (2,252)  748 

 $ 4,578 $ 1,391 
 

1 8 .  C a p i t a l  ma n a g e me n t  

Grande Cache Coal’s objective is to maintain a capital structure that will sustain ongoing operations, allow for 
capital expansion and provide returns to shareholders. The capital structure, as disclosed on the statement of 
financial position, consists of cash and cash equivalents, capital leases and shareholders’ equity. The Corporation 
also has an unused operating credit facility and the ability to enter into foreign exchange hedging arrangements. 

As part of capital management, the Corporation prepares an annual capital expenditures budget and may from 
time to time issue new equity or debt in order to finance capital expenditures. The Corporation has not declared or 
paid any dividends on its outstanding common shares and any decision to pay dividends in the future would be 
based on the financial condition of the Corporation. The Corporation may elect to adjust its capital structure 
through the purchase of shares for cancellation, issuance of new shares, issuance of new debt, refinancing of 
existing debt or by acquiring or disposing of assets. 

For the operating credit facility, the Corporation is subject to certain borrowing covenants that are monitored on a 
monthly basis. For the period ended June 30, 2011, the Corporation was in compliance with externally imposed 
requirements on its capital, including debt covenants and credit facilities. 

1 9 .  F i n a n c i a l  i n s t r u me n t s  a n d  r i s k s  ma n a g e m e n t  

The Corporation has identified all financial instruments that are recognized in the financial statements and has 
presented the financial instruments by category in the table below. 

Financial instrument Classification 

Cash and cash equivalents Loans and receivables  
Restricted cash Loans and receivables  
Foreign exchange forward contracts Financial assets at fair value through income or loss 
Trade accounts receivable Loans and receivables 
Accounts payable and accrued liabilities Other financial liabilities 
Finance lease obligations Other financial liabilities 

 

Fair value of financial instruments 

The Corporation has certain financial instruments that are measured at fair value on a recurring basis. At June 30, 
2011, the fair value of cash and cash equivalents, restricted cash, trade accounts receivable, foreign exchange 
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forward contracts and accounts payable and accrued liabilities approximates their carrying amounts on the 
statement of financial position due to the short periods to maturity and the terms of the financial instruments. 

Financial instruments hierarchy 
 
In estimating fair value, the Corporation utilizes quoted market prices when available. Financial assets and 
liabilities are classified in the fair value hierarchy according to the lowest level of input that is significant to the 
fair value measurement. Assessment of the significance of a particular input to the fair value measurement 
requires judgment and may affect placement within the fair value hierarchy levels. The hierarchy is as follows: 
 
• Level 1: Quoted prices (unadjusted) in active markets for identical assets or liabilities. 
• Level 2: Inputs other than quoted prices included in Level 1 that are observable for the asset or liability, either 

directly (i.e., as prices) or indirectly (i.e., derived from prices). 
• Level 3: Inputs for the asset or liability that is not based on observable market data (unobservable inputs). 
 
The hierarchy of the Corporation’s financial instruments measured at fair value is as follows: 

 

 As at June 30, 2011 

(thousands of Canadian dollars) Level 1 Level 2 Level 3 Total 

Financial asset  
   

Foreign exchange forward contracts - 764 - 764 
 

 As at March 31, 2011 

(thousands of Canadian dollars) Level 1 Level 2 Level 3 Total 

Financial asset  
   

Foreign exchange forward contracts - 2,857 - 2,857 
 

Risk Management 

Grande Cache Coal’s operations are exposed to certain risks, which includes credit risk, liquidity risk and market 
risk. The Corporation’s risk management is carried out by management under policies approved by the 
Corporation’s Board of Directors. 

Credit Risk 

Grande Cache Coal carries a balance of cash and cash equivalents as disclosed on the statement of financial 
position at June 30, 2011. The Corporation invests conservatively a portion of its cash in short-term, low risk term 
deposits with credit worthy financial institutions. The remainder of the cash balance is held with major financial 
institutions and is available for immediate use. 

The Corporation has a balance of restricted cash as disclosed on the statement of financial position at June 30, 
2011. Restricted cash is held with major financial institutions for the purpose of securing letters of credit and is 
invested in short-term guaranteed investment certificates. The Corporation is exposed to credit risk in the event 
that the financial institutions were to redeem the letter of credit to the beneficiary. The Corporation considers this 
risk as low as the majority of the letters of credit have been provided to the Alberta Government for security to 
cover future anticipated costs of restoration. 

Grande Cache Coal is exposed to credit risk in the event that it does not receive payment of trade accounts 
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receivable. The maximum credit risk exposure is equal to the carrying amount of trade accounts receivable as 
disclosed in the notes to the consolidated financial statements. The Corporation typically sells its product to large 
steel companies with high credit ratings. The Corporation does not consider any of the trade accounts receivable 
to be impaired or past due. 

The Corporation has the ability to enter into foreign exchange forward contracts. Derivative credit risk arises from 
the possibility that the counterparty to the contract fails to fulfill its obligation in accordance with the terms and 
conditions of the contract. Derivative credit risk is reduced by dealing with credit worthy counterparties in 
compliance with established credit approval policies. 

Liquidity Risk 

The Corporation is exposed to liquidity risk in the event that it would be unable to meet obligations associated 
with financial liabilities. The Corporation has a $29,000 operating credit facility that it can utilize for working 
capital purposes. The balance owing on the operating credit facility at June 30, 2011 was nil. At June 30, 2011, 
the Corporation had contractual obligations with estimated future minimum undiscounted amounts payable due as 
follows: 

 
 

(thousands of Canadian dollars) 
Less than 1 

year 
1-3  

years 
4-5  

years 
After 

5 years 
Accounts payable and accrued liabilities 27,360 - - - 
Operating leases 878 1,466 697 253 
Finance leases  18,560 36,848 29,193 1,128 

 46,798 38,314 29,890 1,381 
 

Market Risk 

The Corporation is exposed to market risk due to fluctuations in foreign exchange rates and interest rates.  

Foreign exchange rates  

The majority of the Corporation’s revenues from operations are received in US dollars while most of its operating 
expenses are incurred in Canadian dollars. Although the Corporation has taken certain steps to help mitigate 
foreign currency fluctuations, there is no assurance that the activities or products are or will continue to be 
effective. Accordingly, the inability of the Corporation to obtain or to put in place effective hedges could 
materially increase exposure to fluctuations in the value of the Canadian dollar relative to the US dollar. This 
could have a material adverse effect on the Corporation’s business, financial condition and results of operations.  
In addition, the relative exchange rate fluctuation between the Canadian dollar and the currencies of Grande 
Cache Coal’s international competitors will impact the ability of Grande Cache Coal’s coal products to compete 
in foreign markets. 

Based on the US dollar denominated trade accounts receivable balance at June 30, 2011, each decrease of 
US$0.01 relative to the Canadian dollar would have resulted in a decrease of $161, which would have been 
charged to income in the current period. 

The Corporation has US dollar denominated finance lease obligations. At June 30, 2011, the outstanding 
commitment on the finance lease obligations was US$77,666. Based on this balance, each decrease of US$0.01 
relative to the Canadian dollar would have resulted in a decrease of $777, which would have been credited to 
income in the current period. Significant fluctuations in the US/Canadian dollar exchange rate could materially 
impact the Canadian dollar value of the finance lease payments. The Corporation entered into this liability in US 
currency to provide a natural hedge against foreign exchange rate fluctuations on the trade accounts receivable. 
The Corporation had an outstanding foreign exchange forward contract to sell US$8,000 at an average rate of 
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Canadian dollars 1.06 to the US dollar, which matured in July 2011. At June 30, 2011, the contract was marked to 
market resulting in an unrealized foreign exchange gain of $764 that was recognized in the consolidated statement 
of income and has been classified on the statement of financial position as accounts receivable. A decrease of 
US$0.01 relative to the Canadian dollar would have resulted in a decrease in accounts receivable of $80, which 
would have been charged to income in the current period. Significant fluctuations in the US/Canadian dollar 
exchange rate could materially impact the Canadian dollar value of these contracts. 

Interest rates 

Interest accrues on the Corporation’s operating credit facility at a rate equal to the prime lending rate or a US 
dollar base rate plus 1.00 percent per annum, calculated daily. The Corporation did not have a balance owing on 
the operating credit facility at June 30, 2011. 

2 0 .  F i r s t  t i me  a d o p t i o n  o f  I F R S  

(i) Transition elections 
 
IFRS 1 requires full retrospective application of IFRS at the transition date with all adjustments to assets and 
liabilities as stated under Canadian GAAP taken to retained earnings unless certain exemptions available under 
IFRS 1 are applied. The Corporation has elected to take the following IFRS 1 exemptions:  
 
• IFRS 2 Share-based Payment has not been applied to any equity instruments granted on or before November 

7, 2002, nor has it been applied to equity instruments granted after November 7, 2002 that vested before the 
transition date. 

 
• The Corporation has elected to apply the exemption from full retrospective application of decommissioning 

and restoration provisions under IAS 37 Provisions, Contingent Liabilities and Contingent Asset ("IAS 37") 
and IFRIC 1 Changes in Existing Decommissioning, Restoration and Similar Liabilities. As a result, the 
Corporation has re-measured its asset retirement obligation as at April 1, 2010 in accordance with IAS 37 and 
re-measured the asset retirement cost included in property, plant and equipment by estimating the amount that 
would have been included in the cost of the related asset at the time the liability first arose, discounting the 
liability to date using the best estimate of the historical risk-free discount rate and calculating the accumulated 
depreciation on that amount up to the date of transition to IFRS. 
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1) Reconciliation of equity 

 
The Corporation’s equity in accordance with Canadian GAAP has been reconciled to IFRS as follows:  

 

  
As at  

March 31, 2011 
As at 

April 1, 2010 

 Notes 
 Cdn 

GAAP 
 

Adj 
 

IFRS 
 Cdn 

GAAP 
 

Adj 
 

IFRS 

Assets  
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

Current assets  
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

Cash and cash equivalents  $ 17,136 $ - $ 17,136 $ 87,436 $ - $ 87,436 
Restricted cash   12,908  -  12,908  13,499  -  13,499 
Trade and other receivables   31,287  -  31,287  12,483  -  12,483 
Inventories   34,244  -  34,244  33,999  -  33,999 
Prepaid expenses and deposits   399  -  399  9,114  -  9,114 
Deferred income tax assets d  -  -  -  232  (232)  - 

   95,974    95,974  156,763  (232)  156,531 

Property, plant and equipment a, c 
 

338,405 
 

(1,165) 
 

337,240 
 

176,200 
 

(478) 
 

175,722 

Deferred income tax assets d  -  -  -  -  232  232 

   338,405  (1,165)  337,240  176,200  246  175,954 

Assets classified as held for sale   -  -  -  4,735  -  4,735 

  $ 434,379 $ (1,165) $ 433,214 $ 337,698 $ (478) $ 337,220 

Liabilities and equity  
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

Current liabilities  
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

Accounts payable and accrued 
liabilities  $ 29,496 $ - $ 29,496 $ 25,716 $ - $ 25,716 
Deferred income tax liabilities d  891  (891)  -  -  -  - 
Current portion of finance 
lease obligations  

 
14,447 

 
- 

 
14,447 

 
6,744 

 
- 

 
6,744 

   44,834  (891)  43,943  32,460  -  32,460 

Restoration provision a 
 

14,217 
 

336 
 

14,553 
 

8,801 
 

1,070 
 

9,871 

Finance lease obligations   64,390  -  64,390  27,515  -  27,515 

Deferred income tax liabilities d  27,319  515  27,834  18,102  (387)  17,715 

   150,760  (40)  150,720  86,878  683  87,561 

Equity  
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

Share capital  
 

199,810 
 

- 
 

199,810 
 

196,232 
 

- 
 

196,232 
Contributed surplus b  5,437  3,087  8,524  3,945  736  4,681 
Retained earnings   78,372  (4,212)  74,160  50,643  (1,897)  48,746 

   283,619  (1,125)  282,494  250,820  (1,161)  249,659 

  $ 434,379 $ (1,165) $ 433,214 $ 337,698 $ (478) $ 337,220 
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 As at 

March 31 
 As at 

June 30 
 As at 

April 1  
 Notes  2011  2010  2010 

        

As reported under Canadian GAAP  $ 283,619 $ 255,244 $ 250,820 

Increase (decrease) in reported amount:   
 

 
 

 
 

 

Restoration provision a 
 

501 
 

25 
 

(511) 

Property, plant and equipment c  (1,626)  (738)  (650) 

   (1,125)  (713)  (1,161) 

As reported under IFRS  $ 282,494 $ 254,531 $ 249,659 

 
 
2) Reconciliation of income and comprehensive income 

 
The Corporation’s statements of income and comprehensive income under Canadian GAAP have been reconciled 
to IFRS as follows:  

 
 

  
Twelve months ended 

March 31, 2011 
Three months ended 

June 30, 2010 

 Notes 
 Cdn 

GAAP 
 

Adj 
 

IFRS 
 Cdn 

GAAP 
 

Adj 
 

IFRS 

              

Revenues  $ 268,103 $ - $ 268,103 $ 69,033 $ - $  69,033 

Cost of sales 
c, e,  
f, g 

 
(221,689) 

 
(1,987) 

 
(223,676) 

 
(58,122) 

 
(87) 

 
(58,035) 

Gross profit  
 

46,414 
 

(1,987) 
 

44,427 
 

10,911 
 

87 
 

10,998 

General and administrative expenses b 
 

(11,762) 
 

(2,351) 
 

(14,113) 
 

(2,401) 
 

(203) 
 

(2,604) 

Other income   226  -  226  28  -  28 

Operating profit   
 

34,878 
 

(4,338) 
 

30,540 
 

8,538 
 

- 
 

8,422 

Finance income  
 

279 
 

- 
 

279 
 

33 
 

- 
 

33 

Finance expense a, g  (1,644)  (249)  (1,893)  97  (62)  35 

Foreign exchange gain (loss)   6,839  -  6,839  (2,732)  -  (2,732) 

Profit before taxes  
 

40,352 
 

(4,587) 
 

35,765 
 

5,936 
 

(178) 
 

5,758 

Income tax expense  d, e 
 

(12,623) 
 

2,272 
 

(10,351) 
 

(1,985) 
 

(423) 
 

(1,562) 

Income and comprehensive income  $ 27,729 $ (2,315) $ 25,414 $ 3,951 $ 245 $ 4,196 
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(ii)  Explanatory notes 
 
The following explanatory notes describe the adjustments and reclassification to the consolidated statements of 
financial position and statements of income and comprehensive income arising from the adoption of IFRS. 
 
a) Restoration provision 

 
IFRS does not have a specific accounting standard for restoration provisions. Under IFRS these provisions are 
included in IAS 37 – Provisions, Contingent Liabilities and Contingent Assets. IFRS is more encompassing in 
that it requires that constructive obligations be included in the recognition of a liability. IFRS also differs in 
that estimates of future cash flows use a discount rate that is no longer credit adjusted. On a go-forward basis, 
IFRS requires that the provision be re-measured at each reporting date.  
 
As a result of these differences, as at April 1, 2010 the Corporation recorded an adjustment to increase the 
restoration provision asset by $389 and increase the restoration provision liability by $1,070, resulting in a net 
of tax adjustment that decreased equity by $511 at the transition date. As at June 30, 2010, the Corporation 
recorded an increase in the restoration provision asset and liability of $1,404 and $1,372, respectively, with a 
corresponding net of tax increase in equity of $25. As at March 31, 2011, the IFRS adjustments include an 
increase in restoration provision asset of $1,004 and an increase in the restoration provision liability of $336 
resulting in a net of tax increase in equity of $501.  

 
b) Share-based payment 

 
Under previous Canadian GAAP, the Corporation expensed share option awards granted to employees in an 
amount equal to the fair value of the equity instrument amortized on a straight-line basis over the respective 
vesting period. IFRS 2 Share-based Payment ("IFRS 2") requires that each tranche with a different vesting 
date be accounted for as a separate option grant. In addition, IFRS 2 requires graded vesting be used in 
accounting for option expenses and requires the estimate of forfeitures.  The Corporation has elected the IFRS 
1 exemption and has not applied IFRS 2 to equity instruments that were granted after November 7, 2002 and 
vested before April 1, 2010. The Corporation continues to use the Black-Scholes option pricing model to fair 
value its equity instruments.   
 
The effect of the change to IFRS resulted in an increase to contributed surplus and a reduction to retained 
earnings at the date of transition of $736 as well as an increase in share-based payments expense of $203 for 
the three months ended June 30, 2010 and $2,351 for the twelve months ended March 31, 2011.   
 

c) Property, plant and equipment 
 
Under previous Canadian GAAP, carrying amounts of property, plant and equipment ("PP&E") were 
derecognized when no future economic benefits were expected from their use. Under IFRS, this derecognition 
of assets occurs at the component level. The Corporation recorded the significant parts or components of its 
PP&E and depreciated them separately, which resulted in a decrease to equity of $650 as at April 1, 2010, 
$738 as at June 30, 2010 and $1,626 as at March 31, 2011. 
 

d) Deferred income taxes 
 
Under Canadian GAAP, deferred tax assets were classified between current and non-current based on the 
classification of the underlying assets and liabilities that gave rise to the differences. IFRS requires that all 
deferred taxes are classified as non-current, irrespective of the classification of the underlying assets or 
liabilities to which they relate, or the expected reversal of the temporary difference. The Corporation 
reclassified the amount of $232 from deferred income tax assets (current) to deferred income tax assets (non-
current) as at April 1, 2010 and the amount of $891 from deferred income tax liabilities (current) to deferred 
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income tax liabilities (non-current) as at March 31, 2011. 
 
In addition, the Corporation recorded the tax impact on the IFRS adjustments for the restoration provision and 
property, plant and equipment disclosed above, which resulted to an increase in deferred income tax liabilities 
of $515 as at March 31, 2011 and a decrease in deferred income tax liabilities of $238 and $387 as at June 30, 
2010 and April 1, 2010, respectively. For the three months ended June 30, 2010 and for the year ended March 
31, 2011, the Corporation increased its income tax expense by $149 and $11, respectively. 
 

e) Coal royalties 
 
Under Canadian GAAP the Corporation presented the Alberta coal royalty as a current tax expense on the 
income statement. IFRS requires judgment in determining whether royalties paid to government are 
considered a resource tax expense as payments to government should be classified in accordance with the 
substance of the transaction. The Corporation has determined that the current coal royalties payable to the 
Alberta Government will no longer be classified as a tax expense and has elected to classify them as a cost of 
sales. The change of the classification of coal royalties had no impact on shareholders’ equity at April 1, 2010 
and March 31, 2011, however it changed the presentation of the consolidated statements of income and 
comprehensive income for the three months ended June 30, 2011 and June 30, 2010, and for the twelve 
months ended March 31, 2011. 
 
For the three months ended June 30, 2010 and for the year ended March 31, 2011, the Corporation 
reclassified coal royalties of $572 and $2,283, respectively, from income tax expense to cost of sales. 
 

f) Cost of sales 
 
Under IFRS, the Corporation must present expenses on the consolidated statement of income by either 
function or nature. The Corporation has chosen to present expenses by function, as a result, the cost of sales 
include cost of product sold, distribution costs and depreciation on its consolidated statements of income and 
comprehensive income.  
 

g) Finance expense 
 

Under IFRS, finance expense includes interest expense on finance leases, accretion expense for restoration 
provisions and other finance expenses. Accretion expense was previously included in depreciation, depletion 
and accretion while interest expense on finance leases was presented as interest and other expenses. These 
items have been reclassified accordingly. 

 
The reclassifications in e, f and g above occur within the statement of income and comprehensive income and 
do not impact net income. 

 
(iii)  Adjustments to the statement of cash flows  
 
The transition from Canadian GAAP to IFRS had no significant impact on statement of cash flows generated by 
the Corporation except that, under IFRS, cash flows relating to interest are classified as operating, investing or 
financing in a consistent manner each period. Under Canadian GAAP, cash flows relating to interest payments 
were classified as an operating activity. The Corporation has elected to reclassify interest expenses on finance 
leases under financing activities.  


